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Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) Meeting 
Minutes (Unofficial) 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 7pm 
Rainbow District School Board Office 

69 Young Street, Sudbury, Ontario 
 

Attendance: 
PIC Executive: 
Chair Sharina Appanna 
RDSB: 
Nicole Charette, Senior Advisor, Corporate Communications and Strategic Planning; Ruth 
Ward, Trustee; Dr. Sharon Speir, Superintendent of Schools; Maria Bouwmeester; ETFO; Ada 
Della Penta, Superintendent of Schools; Linda Goulais, Sudbury Secondary School; Iva McNair, 
Gatchell School; Janelle Bast, Ernie Checkeris Public School/Carl A. Nesbitt Public School  
PIC Members: 
Carol Woodliffe, Long Lake Public School; Julie Beare, Lively District Secondary School; Trish 
Kitching, Gatchell School 
Regrets: 
Vice-Chair Mona Aelick, Lasalle Secondary School; Megan Sproule-Jones, R.L. Beattie Public 
School; Leo Bisson, Churchill Public School 

 
1.  Call to Order: 7 pm 

 
2. Welcome:  Sharina Appanna, Chair 

 
3. New School Year Greetings from Director of Education Jean Hanson 
Director Hanson thanked Chair Sharina Appanna, parents and all PIC members for their 
ongoing commitment to Rainbow Schools and their contribution to parent involvement. She 
indicated that the Board is working with other community agencies on the Positive Parenting 
Program (Triple P) and commended PIC for their support of this collaborative effort. She invited 
School Councils to organize a “walking school bus” to promote healthy living and student 
safety. Parents walk through the community and pick up children along the way to school.  
 
4.  Guest speaker: Barb Nott, President of Volunteer Sudbury, Volunteering 101  
Following her presentation, Barb Nott distributed the following resources (attached): 

 1. Recruitment tips 
 2. What does your group do to avoid burnout?  
 3. Managing volunteers and avoiding burnout 
 She also distributed a pamphlet about Volunteer Sudbury (www.volunteersudbury.com) 
 Chair Appanna thanked Barb Nott for her informative presentation, an excellent topic to 
 launch the new school year and engage parents.  
 

5. Self Introductions 
Chair Appanna invited all in attendance to introduce themselves. 

 
6. Approval of Agenda 
Motion:  That the agenda be approved as presented. 
Moved by Julie Beare.  Seconded by Ruth Ward. Carried. 
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7. Approval of Minutes 
Motion:  That the minutes of the meeting held on June 9, 2009 be approved. 
Moved by Ruth Ward.  Seconded by Sharina Appanna. Carried. 
 
8. H1N1 Communications to Parents/Guardians 
Nicole Charette reviewed communications on H1N1 sent to all parents/guardians the first week 
of school, including symptoms, limiting the spread of illness, what to do if your child is sick, and 
what protocols will be followed if your child becomes sick at school. Parents asked questions 
about hand sanitizer and alcohol content / flammability. The Fire Department will be consulted if 
hand sanitizer is installed in schools. The Board will not be requiring students to bring hand 
sanitizer to school. The Board does, however, recognize that some parents/guardians may 
choose to send hand sanitizer to school with their children. This will be permitted for personal 
use. However, alcohol-based hand sanitizers should be used under adult supervision. Parents 
wanted to ensure that homework would be provided for students who must remain at home until 
they are feeling better. Superintendent Ada Della Penta indicated that this may be arranged by 
contacting the school. 
 
9. Tuesday, November 10, 2009 
Annual General Meeting/School Council Orientation Session 
Lockerby Composite School, 1391 Ramsey View Court, Sudbury 
A more engaging format, with ice breakers, will be adopted to encourage School Councils to 
network. Ideas will be discussed at the PIC meeting in October, in preparation for the AGM. The 
AGM will also provide an opportunity for School Councils to learn what others are doing 
system-wide. 
 
Parents expressed concern about the Terms of Reference. Some who were nominated for the 
PIC Executive from the floor at the 2008 AGM were told they would be listed as alternates 
because the slate of 10 candidates had been set in advance. All parents are welcome to attend 
PIC meetings, but only the Executive can vote. Superintendent Ada Della Penta will send a 
note to Principals requesting nominations for the PIC Executive early so all parents who are 
interested have an opportunity to put their names forward and be considered. The term for PIC 
Executive members runs from November to October annually. 
 
10. PRO Grants and Board News 
 
PIC will fall within the portfolio of Superintendent Ada Della Penta this school year. 
 
Superintendent Della Penta reminded School Councils that the deadline for PRO Grants is 
quickly approaching. All applications for funding must be submitted to her office by October 13, 
2009 so they can be forwarded to the Ministry of Education by October 17, 2009. Nicole 
Charette will apply for a PRO Regional Grant on behalf of PIC to support the Positive Parenting 
Program (Triple P).  
 
Superintendent Della Penta provided an overview of enrolment to date. She indicated that 
actual data is recorded on October 31st, 2009. Enrolment is declining at most school boards in 
Ontario, including Rainbow District School Board, which welcomed 14,938 students (projected 
enrolment) on September 1st, 2009.  
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The Guide for Students and Parents 2009-2010 and School Year Calendar were distributed to 
all students the first week of school to bring home to parents/guardians. 
 
Holocaust Survivor Eva Olsson will speak in Rainbow Schools the week of September 28th, 
2009. “When bad things are happening, you cannot turn your back,” is one of the messages 
that she stresses in her hour-long presentation. Rainbow District School Board will host a 
community presentation with Eva Olsson on Wednesday, September 30th, 2009 at 7 pm in the 
Sheridan Auditorium at Sudbury Secondary School. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Rainbow District School Board has purchased access to the Premier Literacy AT Home 
website. Families of any student registered in a Rainbow School may download Assistive 
Technology tools without cost. The various tools available on the Premier AT Home website are 
being introduced to students in Rainbow Schools. As a result, children will be able to access the 
same tools at home that they use at school. Parents can visit www.premierathome.com and 
download as many of the tools as needed. However, they may only be installed on computers 
owned by the family. Once a family enters the website, they will need to use the following 
username and password to log in. Username: rainbow Password: enable  
 
Dr. Gabor Maté will speak in Sudbury on October 29th, 2009 for the 30th annual Sudbury 
Alcohol and Drugs Coalition Seminar. PIC is looking for a speaker on addictions for its February 
meeting. Nicole Charette will follow up with the Addiction Research Foundation and the School 
of Social Work at Laurentian University. 
 
An Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy will be implemented in Rainbow Schools in the next 
five years.   
 
 
11. Communications Report 
Nicole Charette provided a communications update, including the following: 
 
Staff and students in Rainbow Schools wore pink on Thursday, September 10th for the second 
annual Stand Up Against Bullying Day. PIC is to be commended for recommending this 
initiative, which was unanimously endorsed by the Board in 2008. 
 
Three Rainbow Schools received funds from the S’Cool Life Fund, including C.R. Judd Public 
School, Chelmsford Public School and Long Lake Public School. Schools are encouraged to 
apply for S’Cool Life Fund grants for their activities. For more information, visit 
www.scoollifefund.ca. 
 
A news conference will be held on Wednesday, September 23, 2009 to provide an update on 
the Joan Mantle Music Trust. Three schools have received instruments thanks to generous 
donations to the Trust, including Lo-Ellen Park Secondary School, Lockerby Composite School 
and MacLeod Public School. Lasalle Secondary School and Sudbury Secondary School will 
benefit from the Trust this year. In order to thank the community for its contributions, Lo-Ellen 
Park Secondary School, Lockerby Composite School and MacLeod Public School will host a 
community concert on Tuesday, November 3rd, 2009 at 7 pm. Also in support of the Trust, 
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Rainbow District School Board will host a Christmas Carol Reading at Sudbury Secondary 
School on Sunday, December 13, 2009 at 7 pm.  
 
Steam ovens have been installed in all school cafeterias this summer, replacing the traditional 
deep fryers. This healthy initiative will be shared with the community this fall. 
 
Visit rainbowschools.ca for news. 
 
12. School Announcements 
Gatchell School will host an Open House and barbecue on September 16th. 
 
Lively District Secondary School will host an Open House for Grade 7 and 8 students on 
September 16th. 
 
Long Lake Public School held a corn roast on September 14th, with great attendance. 
 
Carl A. Nesbitt Public School opened its Parent Resource Centre on September 10th. 
 
Sudbury Secondary School will host a Grade 9 Day and Terry Fox Run on September 25th. 
 
Carol Woodliffe of Long Lake Public School presented information about the Community 
Matters Safe School Ambassadors Program to see if other schools might be interested in 
participating and sharing costs. She would like a minimum of four schools.  This American 
based program is now being introduced in Canadian schools. The program covers a variety of 
topics, including what is acceptable behaviour and what is not, and how to diffuse situations 
before they escalate. Website for more information: www.safeschoolambassadors.org It was 
suggested that this be presented as a possible budget proposal for 2010-2011 or a PRO grant 
application. 
 
13. Motion:  That the meeting be adjourned. 
Moved by Carol Woodliffe.  Seconded by Ruth Ward. Carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 
Taking a Stand Against Bullying 
Using a Social Inclusion Approach 
Presenter: Lise Denis, Social Planning Council 
Board Office, 69 Young Street, Sudbury 
 










