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Committee Members 
Principals:   Pablo Gil Alfau, Craig Runciman,   

 Chantal Lacroix, Paul Dupont and Jack Mallette 

Vice Principals:  Janelle Bast and Pam Potvin 

Teachers:   Garry McKinney and Vanessa McAfee 

FI Consultant:  Nicole Czaja 

Superintendent of Schools:  Lesleigh Dye 



Key Messages 

Rainbow District School Board's French 
Immersion Program has grown over the 
years and we want to build on its success. 



Key Messages (continued) 

Our goal is to continue to offer the best 
French Immersion Program possible so 
students have every opportunity to become 
bilingual and gain the skills to communicate 
effectively in both official languages.  



Key Messages (continued) 

A greater number of families are choosing 
French Immersion for their children when 
they start school. 

There continues to be strong support for 
learning a second language. 



Key Messages (continued) 

The review will enable the Board to 
strengthen the program, ensuring that we 
continue to meet the needs of French 
Immersion students as they progress from 
Junior Kindergarten through to secondary 
school graduation. 



Mandate 

To ensure viability of French Immersion 
programs as well as provide 
recommendations regarding secondary 
French Immersion program offerings.  



Background 

At the annual Accommodation Meeting 
held on January 24, 2011, Rainbow 
District School Board Trustees 
approved a review of the Board’s 
French Immersion Program.  



Background (continued) 
A French Immersion Program Review Committee, 
comprised of teachers and administrators in 
French Immersion, was established to lead the 
process.  The Committee met four times in the 
spring of 2011. 

Staff from various French Immersion and dual 
track schools were included on the committee.   



Data Sheets 
The enrolment included on the following pages is taken 
from the October 31 enrolment each year.   

Trends: 
•  strong Junior Kindergarten enrolment 
•  French Immersion schools have stronger enrolment 
•  some students transfer into the English program 
•  avoid triple and quadruple grades in our elementary 

schools 
•  establish a minimum of 25 students in grade 9 in our 

secondary schools 



Elementary Enrolment 



Secondary Enrolment 



Elementary French Immersion Enrolment 



Elementary English Enrolment 
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French Immersion Data

JK & SK French Immersion Enrolment:

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

JK 35 24 32 40 42

SK 38 33 32 39 37

Overall French Immersion Program student retention:

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Total JK-8

2006 29 29 22 30 19 22 18 13 !""

2007 31 24 28 23 29 19 19 17 !#$

2008 31 31 21 24 21 26 17 21 !"%

2009 35 26 27 21 24 21 27 16 !$%

2010 41 31 23 27 16 18 21 25 !&'

French Immersion Enrolment 
Alexander Public School 



Secondary French Immersion and 
English Enrolment 



French Immersion Enrolment 
Lo-Ellen Park Secondary School 



French Immersion Enrolment 
Lo-Ellen Park Secondary School 



Process  
The French Immersion Program Review Committee 
considered the following information to create viable 
options to strengthen French Immersion programs in 
Rainbow schools: 

•  current research regarding French Immersion instruction 
•  student enrolment data trends, 2006-2010 
•  geography 
•  student survey data, March 2011 
•  secondary course offerings  



Secondary Options 
The following secondary schools will 
continue to offer French Immersion:   

Confederation Secondary School     
Lo-Ellen Park Secondary School 
Lockerby Composite School  
Lasalle Secondary School 



Secondary Options (continued) 

The following secondary school will no 
longer offer French Immersion:   

 Sudbury Secondary School  



Rationale 

•  viability of program 

•  cohort size 

•  variety of course offerings 

•  other available French Immersion 
programs 



Secondary Options (continued) 

Students currently in the French Immersion 
program at Sudbury Secondary School will 
continue until graduation. 

No new students will be enrolled in the 
French Immersion program effective 
September 2012. 



Elementary Options  
The following elementary schools will continue to offer 
French Immersion:   

 Alexander Public School  
 Carl A. Nesbitt Public School  
 Chelmsford Public School/Chelmsford Valley District  Composite 

School (Grade 7 and 8) 
 Ernie Checkeris Public School,  
 Lively District Secondary School (Grade 7 and 8)  
 Northeastern Elementary School  
 R.L. Beattie Public School  
 Valley View Public School  
 Walden Public School 
 Westmount Avenue Public School 



Elementary Options (continued) 

The following elementary school will no 
longer offer French Immersion:   

 Lansdowne Public School 



Rationale 

•  viability of program 

•  cohort size 

•  avoid triple grades 

•  other available French Immersion 
programs 



Elementary Options (continued) 
Students currently enrolled in the Lansdowne 
Public School French Immersion program will 
attend one of the following schools based on 
boundaries:  

 Ernie Checkeris Public School  
 Carl A. Nesbitt Public School  
 Alexander Public School 



Options 

The French Immersion programs in the Valley 
North schools will be reviewed through an 
Accommodation Review Committee process 
within the next five years for Chelmsford 
Public School, Chelmsford Valley District 
Composite School, Larchwood Public School 
and Levack Public School.   



Secondary Course Offerings 
Grade 9:     Français, Géographie and  

   Éducation Physique et Santé 

Grade 10:   Français, Histoire and Éducation  
 Physique et Santé 

Grade 11:   Français and Éducation Physique et 
  Santé 

Grade 12:   Français and Éducation Physique et 
  Santé 



Secondary Course Offerings 

Secondary schools are encouraged to offer 
as many different courses to students in the 
French Immersion Program. 

Only math and science are mandated to be 
taught in English.   



At the annual Accommodation Meeting held on January 24, 2011, 
Rainbow District School Board Trustees approved a review of the 
Board’s French Immersion Program. A French Immersion Program 
Review Committee, comprised of teachers and administrators in French 
Immersion, has been established to lead the process.

Opportunity for Public Input

Two community consultation sessions will be held. The French 
Immersion Program Review Committee will share options, which may 
include boundary changes, consolidation of programs and revisions 
to Rainbow District School Board’s secondary French Immersion 
graduation requirements.

Everyone is welcome to attend these meetings to provide input. 
Requests for presentations at the public meetings must be made in 
writing prior to the meeting by contacting:

Superintendent Lesleigh Dye
Fax: 705.674.3167 or Email: 
frenchimmersion@rainbowschools.ca

• Presentations will be limited to 10 minutes.  Written copies must be 
made available prior to the meeting and submitted to the French 
Immersion Program Review Committee for the minutes. 

• For those unable to attend public meetings or wishing to provide 
further feedback, written input will be accepted until 
Friday, June 24, 2011.

Please send written submissions to:

Nicole Charette
Senior Advisor
Corporate Communications 
and Strategic Planning
Rainbow District School Board
69 Young Street
Sudbury, ON P3E 3G5
Email:  frenchimmersion@rainbowschools.ca 
Fax: 705.674.3167

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 1

Thursday, May 19, 2011
6:30 pm to 8 pm

Lockerby Composite School
1391 Ramsey View Court

Sudbury

PUBLIC MEETING NO. 2

Tuesday, June 14, 2011
6:30 pm to 8 pm

Lockerby Composite School
1391 Ramsey View Court

Sudbury

Important Dates:

Monday, September 19, 2011
Board Meeting
The Board’s Executive Council 
will present recommendations 
regarding the French Immersion 
Program Review to the Board.

Monday, October 17, 2011
Board Meeting
The Board will hear public 
presentations in response to the 
recommendations from the 
French Immersion Program Review 
to the Board.

Monday, November 21, 2011
Board Meeting
The Board’s Executive Council will 
present its !nal recommendations 
to the Board for approval.

French Immersion Program Review 
Community Consultations - May/June 2011
Schedule of Public Meetings



Opportunity for input 

Requests for presentations at our next 
meeting: 

Superintendent Lesleigh Dye 
Fax 705.674.3167 
dyel@rainbowschools.ca 



Presentations 

Presentations are 10 minutes in length 

Written feedback by Friday, June 24, 2011 
Nicole Charette 
Senior Advisor  
Corporate Communications and Strategic 

Planning 



Contact email 

frenchimmersion@rainbowschools.ca 



Timelines 

Two Community Meetings:  Thursday, May 19, 2011 
        Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

Board Meetings:    September 2011 
     October 2011 
     November 2011 



September Board Meeting 

 Executive Council will present 
recommendations regarding the French 
Immersion Program Review to the Board. 



October Board Meeting 

The Board will hear public 
presentations in response to the 
recommendations from the Executive 
Council regarding the French 
Immersion Program Review.  



November Board Meeting 

 Executive Council will present its final 
recommendations to the Board for 
approval. 

 Recommendations to be implemented 
no earlier than September 2012. 



Questions… 

Merci… 


