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2006 Building Permit Tracking Report
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Copper Cliff (Census Tract 110)
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Whitefish, Naughton, Whitefish I.R. & Rural Areas (Census Tract 132)
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Lively (Census Tracts 130, 131)
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Population Ages 0-14 (2001 Census)
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Objectives of Sudbury West ARC
Working Group

• Provide a unified approach as Chairs and Vice
Chairs when dealing with the Accommodation
Review in Sudbury West

• Work within the prescribed process but ensuring
that the process allows open and thoughtful
discussion and is results based

• Make decisions not based on voting but on
consensus building always keeping an open mind
and the groups priorities as a basis for decision
making

ARC Opening



Priorities in Option Decision Making

• Value to Student – Over riding priority – our
number one consideration in decision making

• Value to Community – recognized that schools are
a very important part of the sustainability of our
communities

• Value to Board – realize that funding and
government direction requires action to be taken.

• Value to Economy – Our schools are connected to
the economic stability in our communities.

ARC Opening
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Walden-Community Action Network
Education Task Force

« BLUEPRINT FOR ACTION »

ARC – Sudbury West
Rainbow District School Board

Presented by:  Richard Bois, Co-Chair, Walden – CAN
Gwen Doyle, Co-Chair

June 20, 2007

The Walden Community
Action Network (CAN)

  Formed in 2005 – part of CGS Healthy
Communities Initiative

  Executive Committee Members from:
Beaver Lake, Whitefish, Penage Road
Naughton, Lively-Mikela & South-end
communities

Walden-CAN
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Working to Find Solutions

 Identified Community Issues:
 Safety and Security
 Re-opening the ski hill
 Walden Help Center
 Family Physician Recruitment & Retention
 Anderson Farm Museum
 Highways & Roads

Working to Find Solutions
(cont’d)

 Hundreds of volunteers working to
find solutions in partnership with:

 Community
 Greater Sudbury Police Service
 CGS Staff & Council
 Provincial Governments & Institutions

Walden-CAN
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Working to Find Solutions
(cont’d)

 Provided input to CGS & GSPS re:
 Constellation City Report
 Ward 2 Police Forum
 CGS Budget 2007
 Priorities Committee in Walden

Constellation City Report &
ARC – Sudbury West

We strongly believe that the adoption
of the Constellation City Report by CGS
Council should have a direct impact on
the Rainbow District School Board’s
current ARC – Sudbury West process.

Walden-CAN
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Walden – CAN Education Task
Force
 We strongly believe that access to

neighbourhood/community education from pre-school
to secondary school is vital to the communities of
Walden/Sudbury west.
 4 members of Walden-CAN Executive and 2 former

educators
 Followed the 2 Guiding Principles of ARC Mandate
 Gathered and examined all available data re:  5 schools &

future economic & social development
 Will present the best options for all students & communities

in Sudbury West

Recommended Blueprint For
Action

We strongly believe that both Copper Cliff
& R.H. Murray Public Schools should be
maintained and strengthened as vital
neighbourhood and community schools.

Walden-CAN
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Copper Cliff PS – a strong
neighbourhood & community school

 70% of students walk to school
 Only 2.5% of students out of boundary
 Structurally sound/well maintained
 Grounds superior
 Strong corporate/community support
 Hub for community activities
 Community partnerships re: upgrades
 Government initiatives:  Best Start Hub
 Only accessible school
 Mining growing/developing

R.H. Murray PS – Only Rural
community school from Espanola to
Lively

 Only option in 400 square km area
 Last standing elementary school
 97% of students are bused
 Average 11.5 km distance / 53 minute ride
 Focal point for rural community
 Serves Whitefish Lake First Nations
 Top ranking by Fraser Institute
 Government initiatives:  Best Start, OEYC
 Totten Mine – 250 jobs/development stage
 Land re-classified to rural

Walden-CAN
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Surplus space

We believe that the solutions for
eliminating surplus space in Sudbury
West lies with 3 schools:
 George Vanier PS
 Jessie Hamilton PS
 Lively DSS

Lively DSS
We strongly believe that the Rainbow Board
should maintain & strengthen Lively DSS as a
viable choice for students – now & for future
generations

 Only secondary school in Sudbury West
 Huge geographic area to service
 80.41% students bused / 17% walk
 32 minute average bus ride now
 Best condition / recent renovations
 Strong academic programs

Walden-CAN
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Lively DSS (cont’d)
 Special Programs: technical / mining
 Partnerships & Government Initiatives
 Community Hub:  physical / recreational
 Strong corporate / community support
 Totten Mine Project:  250 jobs initially
 Numerous subdivisions in Walden

Only secondary school close to Whitefish Lake First Nations.
Majority of parents & community want LDSS to remain a viable
choice.

Reduction of surplus space at
Lively DSS
 To reduce surplus space at Lively DSS, we

recommend:
A. Move grade 7 & 8 students from George Vanier PS & Jessie

PS into Lively DSS
 Total grade 7 & 8 students at 2 schools 06/07 = 192
 Grade 7 & 8 students + Lively DSS = enrolment of 591
 Enhanced access to facilities:  gym, track, shops, student

services
 Better liaison for intermediate teachers/programs – grades 7, 8

& 9
 Enhanced sports programs (coaches from high school)
 Precedents:  CVDC, MacDonald Cartier, Northeastern

Walden-CAN
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 Reduction of surplus space at
Lively DSS (cont’d)
B. Establish childcare for infants & toddlers with

Walden Day Care
Government initiative with Walden Day Care would use 2
classrooms

C. Support & expand special high skills major in
mining

 Walden is center of secondary industries / employment growth
for mining

 Mining industry is booming – market the opportunities
 Develop other industrial / technical partnerships

Recommended closures
We strongly recommend the closure of both George

Vanier & Jessie Hamilton

Closure of both schools is fiscally responsible for
taxpayers & school board
 Save $7.5 million in capital repairs
 Save in busing costs
 Save ½ operating costs - $95,000
 Gain in sale of land / buildings

Walden-CAN
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New Elementary School

We strongly recommend the construction
of a new elementary school (JK – gr. 6)

In the Growth Corridor – on the south side of
Highway 55

* Final location to be determined by Rainbow Board

New Elementary School
(cont’d)
 A new plant results in savings of $7.5 million in

repairs to old buildings
 One new Green, energy efficient school would lower

operating costs
 Two less old plants to run; significantly reducing

maintenance / administrative costs
 One strategically located school; better access, safe

traffic flow
 Increased parking for staff & visitors

Walden-CAN
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New Elementary School
(cont’d)
 Would meet need of regular & FI students & have

potential for growth
 Improved & expanded programs & partnerships for

students & community
 Would include auditorium, gym, library, art & music

rooms, special education rooms, childcare space, etc.
 New grounds could have green space, shaded areas,

potential for outdoor education, sports areas,
playground equipment

 Enrolment – 491 JK – gr. 6 students from George
Vanier & Jessie Hamilton

THANK YOU!

Walden-CAN
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R.H. Murray Public School

‘At the End of the Rainbow’
What is…

What could be…

Presentation to Rainbow School Board ARC Committee on Accommodation Rev.2

What Is…R.H. Murray?

We Value:

Small Rural School

• Student Achievement
• Peer assistance
• Multi grade classrooms
• Mentoring
• Cooperative learning

Jason Neva 
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What Is…R.H. Murray?

Whitefish
Den Lou
Beaver Lake
Chicago Mine Road
Fairbanks
Lake Penage
Grassy Lake Road
Worthington
Whitefish Lake First Nation

400 Square Kilometer Area Served:

RH
Murray

What Is…Value to the Students!
R.H. Murray

 Fewer students results in greater sense of ownership and pride
 Greater opportunity to exercise leadership roles
 Greater opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities
 Improved student self esteem and confidence
 Closer community ties amongst students, teachers, parents and principal

Jason Neva 
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What Is…Value to the Students!
EQAO results consistently better than the Board & the province

What Is…Value to the Community!
 R.H. Murray serves a very large area, due to the low density distribution rural

families

 The school is centrally located along the east-west Highway 17 corridor;  Penage
Road to the south and Fairbanks Road to the north

 Our average student bus ride duration is already 53 minutes

 Some students travel close to 80 minutes

 An additional 20 minutes to Lively is unacceptable

Jason Neva 
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What Is…Value to the Community!

 We may be small but our hearts are BIG -  R. H. Murray students raised over
$22,000 locally to benefit the school and $18,000 to community partners, such as
Heart and Stroke, Easter Seals, Lions Club, Walden Food Bank, Unicef (in the last 3
years).

 The school provides an anchor for community sustainability
 Partnerships with Walden Day Care
 Provides space for Ontario Early Years Centre

What Is…Value to the School Board!
 Fraser Institute rated R.H. Murray #1 in the Rainbow Board (2004)
 The school is adjacent to sport fields and facilities maintained by the City of

Greater Sudbury
 The only school on the 60 kilometer stretch between Lively and Espanola

RH Murray

Jason Neva 



5

What Is…Value to the School Board!

 R.H. Murray P.S. has the lowest 5 Year Cumulative Capital Projects’ costs of
the Sudbury West schools totaling $2.57 Million

 Of this amount, a total of $789,732 dollars has been assessed by the boards
consultants for Land/Parking upgrades which is the highest of all the Sudbury
West elementary public schools (source Rainbow Board)

 We challenge these figures as we are the smallest of these schools and the
adjacent roadways and sports fields owned and maintained by the city

 We believe that this fact was overlooked and that our Facility Condition Index
should be significantly improved

 Requests for construction estimate details have been made to the board

What Is…Value to the Local Economy!

The Northern Life - May 7, 2007

CVRD Inco is investing $445 million in the future of Greater Sudbury.
The company announced today (Friday, May 4) that it will spend $400 million (CDN)
to re-open Totten Mine in Worthington.

Totten Mine is expected to have a life span of about 20 years.

CVRD Inco invests $445 Million in Sudbury Mining Projects

Jason Neva 
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What Is…Value to the Local Economy!
Price of Nickel Keeps On Breaking Records
 The Northern Life - Mar. 22, 2007

The cost of nickel has jumped six fold in the past five years …Some pundits are
forecasting a “nickel super-cycle” of elevated prices.
Most geological experts predict another hundred years of production at Sudbury.

What Is…Value to the Local Economy!

We challenge the Rainbow Board’s prediction of 0% growth

    - The data  on which the predicted enrollment figures were generated was
collected prior to the recent nickel boom

    - Historically, community growth follows the nickel price trend

    - Mining employment opportunities ARE attracting new families to the
Sudbury area

    - The Totten Mine development will create more jobs in the Whitefish area

    - Vacancy rates are lowest in years

    - A 15 year ban on building permits was recently lifted in the Whitefish
area

Jason Neva 
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What Is…Value to the Local Economy!
Unrealistic Board of Education Enrolment Figures

What Could Be…

Jason Neva 
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What Could be…Rural Results Everywhere

RECENT RESEARCH SHOWS THAT STUDENTS IN SMALLER
SCHOOLS ARE MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN LARGE SCHOOLS

  Ontario’s Small Schools - People for Education, May 2004
  The Hobbit Effect – Why Small Works in Public Schools – Lorna Jimerson Ed.D
  Towards Sustainable Rural Schools – Robert Laurie, Telegraph Journal, Cape Breton Post May 29, 2007
  School Size, School Climate, and Student Performance – Kathleen Coton, Northwest Regional Educational

Laboratory
 Small Schools: Great Strides- Patricia A. Wasley, Michelle Fine, Matt Gladden, Nicole Holland, etc., 2000
 Small Works – The Series Summary – Rural Policy Matters, April 2004
 Rural Education – National Education Association, www.nea.org
 Big School, Small School - Barker & Gump, 1964
 Size Matters – Susan Black, 1996
 The Ultimate Education Reform? Make Schools Smaller – Center for Education Research at University of

Wisconsin

What Could be…Rural Results Everywhere

Common Themes of Reports on Small Rural Schools

 Higher Achievement
 Improved attendance
 Lower drop out rates
 Improve School safety

 Lower student suspension rates
 Greater opportunity to exercise leadership roles
 Greater opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities
 Less vandalism

Jason Neva 
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What Could be…Rural Results Everywhere
Small Schools Report – People for Education (Canadian). May 2003

 In urban American schools with fewer than 300 students, 3.9% of the schools reported
serious violence incidents compared to 32.9% of schools over 1,000 students.

 As populations decline in Northern Ontario, boards reliant on per pupil funding close more
schools.  A vicious cycle ensues: fewer people move there, population declines further, more
schools close.

 Smaller schools make excellent learning environments

 The loss of the (rural) school has a considerable impact on economic development and  can
ultimately mean the demise of the community

 The concept of small schools is based on the premise that, in contrast to large, factory
model schools, small schools can create a more intimate learning environment that is better
able to address the needs of those within the school.

What Could be…Re-think Re-Green

Transformation into a Green School

 Reduce. Reuse. Recycle

 Create a rural green school that takes advantage of renewable
sources of energy such as wind, solar and geothermal to offset
energy requirements

 Model sustainable concepts such as organic food growing and local
food cultivation into the facility by creating a small greenhouse

 Incorporate the green energy technology, agricultural concepts and
recycling into the curriculum as hands on learning experiences.

 A small school would be the most cost effective construction model.

 A model of innovation for the Rainbow Board

 Teach our children through leading by example

Jason Neva 
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What Could Be… POSSIBLE Solutions!

 Revise SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

 Build a new COMMUNITY School for Walden adjacent to LDSS

 Create a smaller French Immersion School in Mikkola

 OFFER French Immersion at LDSS to keep this stream of students in
the area

 PROMOTE the current specialized programs at Lively District
Secondary School

What Could Be…Boundary Changes

A.B. Ellis P.S. Jesse Hamilton P.S.R.H. Murray P.S

Espanola + Rural + Nairn Center
403 Students

High% Utilization

Oja + Naughton + Mikkola + Black Lake
337 Students

112% Utilization

Whitefish + Rural
105 Students

66% Utilization

------------ Present Boundaries ------------

Espanola + Rural
390 Students

Good% Utilization

Naughton + Mikkola + Black Lake
315 Students

105% Utilization

Nairn Center + Whitefish + Rural + Oja
105 Students + 22 Students

80% Utilization

R.H. Murray P.S.A.B. Ellis P.S. Jesse Hamilton P.S.

------------ Proposed Boundaries ------------

Jason Neva 
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 Almost half of Ontario’s elementary schools have fewer than 300 students; the
funding formula is geared to schools over 450 students

 Recent Quebec Government strategy on rural schools
          - Additional funding grants
          - Grants for schools with 100 students or less to collaborate with each other
          - Additional funding for maintenance of small schools
          - Reciprocal consultations between municipalities and boards in order
            to maintain schools in single school communities

 Saskatchewan Government strategy on rural schools
          - Additional funding grants based on enrolment and sparsity factor

 The people at this meeting all need to voice their concerns to their MPP to
change the funding formula for our small schools

What Could be…Fair Funding

Government Action Required

 The area will experience growth we need to ensure that we have
adequate capacity

 Warehousing of students in schools is not the answer

 Funding formula is unfair for our small schools

 Board policy and boundary revisions are the least costly of all
changes to implement

- -  The Whitefish Parents Group  ‘End of the Rainbow’

What Could be…Summary

Jason Neva 
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Copper Cliff Public School
“A Great Community To Raise A Child”

CCPS = Value

Value to the Student
Healthy Children

Family Values

Value to the Community
Distinct Community

Connected

Value to the Economy
School is central

Family Town

Value to the Board
Programs

Cost Savings
Excellent Facility

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the Student:

Healthy Children
Children walk or bike to and from school
Before and after school sports
programs
Large grassy playground

• Basketball, soccer, volleyball, swings, climbers

Newly installed play structure

CCPS Value to the Student:

Family Values
Children know each other and their families
Children participate in extra-curricular
programs together
Pre-school programs provide seamless
transition to school
Close proximity of school/home in the event
of problems such as illness or forgotten items
Music programs during and after school

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the Community:

Distinct Community
Copper Cliff is a true community
Fundraising for organizations or families
in crisis
Food Bank collections for families in
need
Single parent families

CCPS Value to the Community:

Connected
Partner with local facilities: Dow
Pool; Curling Rink; Legion
Best Start Hub
Amazing Volunteers – raise
$40,000 for playground equipment

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the Economy:

Copper Cliff ManorBryston’s on the Park

Wilson Pharmacy •Dentist

•Optometrist
•Chiropractor

•Copper Kettle
Guest House

•Bruno’s Grill

•Copper Kettle
Restaurant

•Copper Cliff
Dairy

•Copper Cliff
Automotive •Gas Station

•Pat’s
Hairstylists

•Antiques

•Perogy Princess

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS

Arena Fitness
Centre

Tennis
Court

Curling
Rink

Bocce
Court

Baseball
Diamonds

Library

City
Playgrounds

ParkPool

CCPS Value to the Economy:

4 ChurchesBowling

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the School Board:

Programs
School on the move!

• First Rainbow school to win this recognition

Best Start Hub
• Plans well underway

Home for students in the comprehensive class and
the autism program

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the School Board:

Excellent Facility
High School building

• Large hallways
• Full size gym
• lockers

Handicap Access throughout school
Elevator

CCPS Value to the School Board:

Cost Savings
Minimal transportation costs

• 70% of students walk

Could ease pressure of nearby schools
over capacity

Mimi Wiseman
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CCPS Value to the School Board:

Amazing Volunteers – raise $40,000+
for playground equipment
Active Community Action Network
– Plans to market the school
– Creative thinking – involve Churches

Copper Cliff Public School

We are our own unique community
Saving the Board transportation costs
Affordable housing-school is key!

• Many single parent and low income families

Copper Cliff is a wonderful place to live, work
and most importantly, to raise a child.

Mimi Wiseman
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Accommodation Review

CONCEPTS
OF WHAT COULD BE….

“Community solutions
from a Community

perspective…..”
Input provided by Jessie Hamilton Council

and Parents

“Change has a considerable
psychological impact on the
human mind.  To the fearful it is
threatening because it means that
things may get worse.  To the
hopeful it is encouraging because
things may get better.  To the
confident it is inspiring because
the challenge exists to make things
better. “ -King Whitney Junior

Pam Brown
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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

1. ‘WHAT COULD BE’

 3 STEPS TO SUCCESS

2. “MAKING IT FIT”

 VALUATION SUMMARY

STEP ONE
1) COPPER CLIFF SCHOOL TO REMAIN

STATUS QUO

Copper Cliff School :

a) Is recognized as a BEST START HUB (Sept ’07)
– Best Start is about providing co-ordinated, integrated supports

to parents and children
– Includes high-quality child care
– A rich, early learning environment
– Family-centred services
– Is an inclusive environment

b) Provides the Copper Cliff community with not only
education but has a focus of caring for the needs of
the whole family.

Pam Brown
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STEP TWO
2) PROVIDING ITS’ OWN ENTITY, RE-ESTABLISH GRADE

7 AND 8 STUDENTS TO LIVELY HIGH LOCATION
a) Is of little to no cost in retrofitting existing structure to

accommodate this age group

b) Is an age appropriate atmosphere for adolescence

c) Creates an effective transition to the High School
environment for grade 8’s

d) Is a successful concept in many regions across the Province
including local MacDonald Cartier and Chelmsford Valley
District Schools (Grades 7 to 12).

e) Access to the amenities of the High School facilities; science
labs, gymnasiums, age appropriate library and technology
resources.

f) Step Two is a direct contributor to the sustainability of Lively
High School

STEP THREE
 3) AMALGAMATE  R. H. MURRAY, GEORGE

VANIER AND JESSIE HAMILTON JK – 6
STUDENTS TO A NEW ‘GREEN’ SCHOOL

 Given the ongoing development of our entire
community, the facility is designed to ensure
there is “room to grow”

 French immersion JK – 8 to be located in a
separate wing on site or at another location

 Designed to include a child care facility for
children 0 – 12 years, accommodating a
seamless transition into the school system

Pam Brown
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So What’s a “GREEN” School?
  The Rainbow District School Board knows about

creating a superior learning environment and an
efficient, durable facility.  They rebuilt the Valley

View Public School which is slated to open in
September 2007.  This new school will

incorporate Go Green environmental certification
principles, focusing on the awareness of waste

management, building materials, the interior
environment and the needs of its users.  This

$15 million dollar construction project is the first
new school the Rainbow Board has built in

40 years and one of the first of its kind to be built in
Ontario.

“TRAITS OF GREEN”
 It’s Barrier Free – Children and Staff with special

needs have the opportunity to learn and work in a
respectful environment

 Windows are strategically designed and placed to
obtain solar heat gain in winter and avoid heat gain
in summer - accessing optimum natural lighting

 When rooms are not in use, sensors integrated with
natural light  will automatically shut lights off.

 Use of geothermal energy systems, draw energy
from the ground to heat and cool the school

 Radiant floor heating will warm the floors
 Use of displacement ventilation concepts will deliver

fresh and cool air to classrooms at the floor level.
(This means that this type of system uses 100%
outdoor air. The pollutants are removed as they
come in and are not re-circulated).

Pam Brown
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“TRAITS OF GREEN”
 Waterless urinals and low flush toilets.  The water

reuse system saves water and teaches students the
value of conservation.

 At Valley View School, they used building products
with recycled content.  The school used wood
beams from the existing school for interior benches.
This added greatly to the architectural features.  As
well, the concrete floors contain recycled glass
collected by the students themselves.

 The Green School houses a waste management
program, diverting waste products to our recycling
facilities.

 The incorporation of Smart IT systems make use of
state-of-the-art technology.

 Good Acoustics, lighting, thermal comfort and air
quality reduces operating expenses, protects the
natural environment and improves the health and
productivity of students and staff, while reducing
energy consumption.

The most beneficial “TRAIT OF
GREEN”…

Children take pride in knowing that
their school is contributing to

making our world
a better place

Pam Brown
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WHY “GREEN” for WALDEN?
a) All three locations (George Vanier, R .H. Murray and Jessie

Hamilton) will be prohibitive to repair – Strategic, forward thinking
is the obvious 3rd step.

(When do we stop putting money into an “old vehicle” and look to trade
it in for a safer , more efficient one?)

b) It would not be the “super school” parents fear as numbers in the
English stream would amount to between 400 and 450 students

**(current numbers: Jessie Hamilton 337 and George Vanier - 346)

c) Board of Education would to determine the location of the “New
Green School”, either on an existing site or to a new location.

d)  Walden is deserving of a high quality, clean, modern, energy
efficient facility for both our children and our leaders to learn and
achieve

FUTURE SITE OF VALLEY VIEW
…EXAMPLE OF ‘GREEN’

Pam Brown
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“MAKING IT FIT” - VALUATION

OUR STUDENTS VALUE…
 Appropriate access to

physical education
 Instrumental music
 Visual Arts
 Computer Technology
 Library
 An age appropriate

environment
 Room to Grow
 A seamless transition from

preschool to school age
learning

 Sustainability – this
exercise would not become
an issue in several years

Pam Brown
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OUR COMMUNITY VALUES…
 A state of the art, barrier free facility for

expanded community use.
 Child care is “one stop shopping” - safe

and secure
 The health and wellness of staff and

students
 The maintenance of our high school
 The ability  to continue to provide home

buyers a reason to raise families in our
community

 PRIDE IN OWNERSHIP

OUR SCHOOL BOARD VALUES
 “Bragging rights” for green school

continuance in a sustainable, energy efficient
facility

 Response to issue of surplus space and
access to the best programming possible in a
quality school facility.

 Response to enrolment pressures
 Response to Community Needs (Need for the

High School, Need to not create a ‘super
school’)

 Redirect savings to other priorities

Pam Brown
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OUR LOCAL ECONOMY VALUES
 Investment – “increases property

value”
 Will accommodate the population

growth in the community
 Demonstrates confidence and

commitment in the local
community

 The continuance of high school
youth contributing to the
workforce

 Enhances the local community’s
attitude as a “place for families”

MANDATE
TWO GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

 To ensure that all
students continue to
have access to the
best programming
possible in quality
school facilities.

 To reduce surplus
space.

Pam Brown



Pam Brown



Pam Brown



Where do we go from here?

• Rate options based on four fundamental objectives:
Value to Students #1, Community, Economy and School Board

• Look at options not just to address today’s problems but also look at
how it places us in the future (e.g. school renewal)

• Ground truth the recommended Options (e.g. realistic space
requirements, costs etc.)

• Adopt current options or look at other options proposed in future
public meetings

• ALWAYS VIEW OPTIONS ON WHAT IS GOOD FOR ALL OF
SUDBURY WEST AND NOT AN INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AREA!
REMEMBER OUR PRIORITY - OUR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION!

ARC ClosingARC Closing



A New Beginning…

ARC ClosingARC Closing
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Sudbury West ARC

Public Meeting #3
Wednesday, September 19, 2007

Priorities in Option Decision
Making

• Value to Student – Over riding priority – our
number one consideration in decision making

• Value to Community – recognized that
schools are a very important part of the
sustainability of our communities

• Value to Board – realize that funding and
government direction requires action to be
taken.

• Value to Economy – Our schools are
connected to the economic stability in our
communities.

ARC Options
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What we heard at
Public Meeting #2:

• Maintain Lively DHS in the community
• Move Grade 7 and 8 students from George

Vanier and Jessie Hamilton to the high school
• Maintain a school in each community (Lively,

Whitefish, Copper Cliff)
• Create a “green school” in Sudbury West
• RH Murray and CCPS are essential to their

communities
• A boundary review would be beneficial for RH

Murray

The ARC mandate

The Accommodation Review Committee will
develop options for student accommodation
which will maximize student learning within

the resources available to the Board and will
present their findings and recommendations

to the Board’s Administrative Council.

ARC Options
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Two Guiding Principles

• To ensure that all students continue to have
access to the best programming possible in
quality school facilities. 

• To reduce surplus space.

Note: 80% capacity is acceptable

Sudbury West ARC
OPTIONS to date

ARC Options
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Change of School Boundaries to Optimize Use of
Existing schools

STRENGTHS
• Increased attendance at

RH Murray and Vanier –
ex. possible 74 students
from Jessie to RH
(Naughton area)

• Possible reduction of
students attending
Jessie – relieve high
student numbers

WEAKNESSES
• Does not address renewal

of schools in area – still old
schools needing repairs

• LDSS concerns not
addressed

• Few cost savings (Bussing)
• Future assessment

required

ARC Options
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Combine G. Vanier, J. Hamilton & RH Murray
on one school site (JK-8)

STRENGTHS
• Solves elementary

space concerns
• Possible new school for

Sudbury West area
• Reduction of  two

buildings – cost savings
• 85% utilization rate for

school servicing area

WEAKNESSES
• Does not solve LDSS space

concerns & help stabilize
future use of LDSS

• Too far for RH Murray bussing
– not realistic for those in
already large catchment area

• Loss of schools in
communities

• Cost of new school or
renovation  and additional
bussing distance

• Does not compensate for
population growth in other
areas of Sudbury West

ARC Options
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For Consideration:

Based on predicted JK-8 enrolment in 5 years:

French  = 241 students
English = 552 students

The school population would be 793 students.

New School (K-6) by closing Jesse/RH Murray/Vanier
Move 7-8 from these three schools to LDSS

STRENGTHS
• New school for Sudbury

West
• 7 & 8 students benefit from

high school facility (gym,
shops, computers)

• High school enrollment may
increase

• Easier transition for grade
8’s to grade 9 because they
are in the high school

WEAKNESSES
• Loss of schools in the

communities
• Distance for students from large

catchment area – increased
bussing time (eg. RH Murray).

• Rural students loss of
connection to school/extra
curricular activities

• Cost of new school/renovation
to LDSS

ARC Options
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For Consideration:

Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:

New school would have 628 students:
• Vanier K to 6 = 286 students
• Jesse K to 6 = 274 students
• RH Murray = 68 students

For Consideration:

Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:

• Elementary Grade 7 & 8 = 165 students
• Secondary School = 371 students

There would be 536 students at LDSS.
This is 62% capacity (LDSS)

ARC Options
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Provide a French Immersion School

STRENGTHS
• Could increase

student population in
French Immersion –
attract students from
other schools

• Maintains schools in
each community

• Single track French
program is preferred
over dual track

WEAKNESSES
• Does not solve space

issues at other
schools e.g. LDSS

•  No cost savings – still
old schools needing
major repairs

• May not draw in
additional students

For Consideration:

Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:

French Immersion population = 241 students.

ARC Options
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Combine Vanier and LDSS.
Renovate Jessie to accommodate current population and

possible future growth.
 Copper Cliff/RH Murray no change pending future student

enrolment.

STRENGTHS
• LDSS space used fully

–better utilization of schools
• Reduction of Vanier site –

cost savings – more
opportunities for students
attending LDSS (e.g. shops,
elevator, gym)

• Jessie space issue
addressed – strategic for
future possible growth

• School maintained in each
community

WEAKNESSES
• Cost of renovations at

LDSS and Jessie
• Space concerns still

present at Copper Cliff/RH
Murray

• Consideration for needs of
elementary and secondary
students--to be addressed

• Renovations

For Consideration:

Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:

• Elementary School = 368 students
• Secondary School = 371 students

Total of 739 students at LDSS in one building.
This is 86% capacity.

ARC Options
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Closure of Vanier site and move K-8 to LDSS
Move Jessie Hamilton’s 7-8 to LDSS

Copper Cliff/RH Murray left pending future student
enrolment

STRENGTHS
• Full use of LDSS
• Vanier site removed – cost

savings to Board
• Vanier/Jessie students

benefit from LDSS assets
• Communities retain schools

– small community school
value

• Average % utilization is 86%
amongst schools

WEAKNESSES
• Jessie 7/8 students required

to leave school –  possible
disruption

• Need to ensure separation of
elementary/secondary
students at LDSS site

• Copper Cliff/RH Murray
space concerns not fully
addressed at this time

• French Immersion program
does not continue past grade
8 at this time

For Consideration:

Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:

• Elementary English =  185 students
• Elementary French = 241 students
• Secondary English = 371 students

There would be 797 students at LDSS.
This is 93% capacity.

ARC Options
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Incorporating Public Input:

• RH Murray and Copper Cliff remain open.
• Move Grade 7 & 8’s from George Vanier

and Jessie Hamilton to LDHS.
• Move French Immersion from George to a

wing of Lively High.
• Combine Jessie and the English program

from George into a new green school K-6.

Incorporating Public Input:

STRENGTHS
• A boundary review

addresses the capacity
issue of RH Murray

• Schools are maintained
in the communities

• Renewing schools in
Sudbury West

• Options to grow
• Day care (before and

after) option in a new
school

WEAKNESSES
• Renovation required

at RH Murray,
Copper Cliff and
LDSS

• Space concerns still
exist at Copper Cliff

• $$$ ?

ARC Options
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For consideration:
Based on predicted enrolment in 5 years:
• RH Murray to 80% capacity with 40 new

students
• At LDSS there would be 690 students and

82% capacity (Elementary English 7-8 = 78,
Elementary French = 241, Secondary English
= 371.

• The new school has 332 K-6 students.
• Upgrades at Copper Cliff
Total costs: 15M for new school plus upgrades

at RH Murray, Copper Cliff and LDSS (13M)

A New Beginning…

ARC Options
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Sudbury West ARC

Public Meeting #4
Wednesday, October 17, 2007

The ARC mandate

The Accommodation Review Committee will
develop options for student accommodation
which will maximize student learning within

the resources available to the Board and will
present their findings and recommendations

to the Board’s Administrative Council.

ARC Opening
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Two Guiding Principles

• To ensure that all students continue to have
access to the best programming possible in
quality school facilities. 

• To reduce surplus space.

Note: 80% capacity is acceptable

ARC Opening
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Priorities in Option Decision
Making

• Value to Student – Over riding priority – our
number one consideration in decision making

• Value to Community – recognized that
schools are a very important part of the
sustainability of our communities

• Value to Board – realize that funding and
government direction requires action to be
taken.

• Value to Economy – Our schools are
connected to the economic stability in our
communities.

What we heard at
Public Meeting #2:

• Maintain Lively DHS in the community
• Move Grade 7 and 8 students from George

Vanier and Jessie Hamilton to the high school
• Maintain a school in each community (Lively,

Whitefish, Copper Cliff)
• Create a “green school” in Sudbury West
• RH Murray and CCPS are essential to their

communities
• A boundary review would be beneficial for RH

Murray

ARC Opening
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Accommodation Review

Meeting #1
 What we were told….

-reduce surplus space (i.e. eliminate one school)
-minimal/reasonable cost
-ensure all students continue to have access to the
best programming possible in quality school
facilities

 Our Question:
What about providing a safe, nurturing
environment that will contribute to positive
learning outcomes?

Colie/Stillwaugh
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Meeting #2 – Public Input
(What is…what could be)

 Keep Lively DHS in the community
 R.H. Murray and Copper Cliff need to stay
 A boundary review needs to be done
 Move G7-8 from George Vanier and Jessie

Hamilton to the high school

Meeting #3 – Our Options

The ARC presented options highlighting that
>80% usage would mean full funding to that
school.

Only one option was presented that had >80%
usage at LDHS and would be at a reasonable
cost.

Colie/Stillwaugh
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What was it?

 Move George Vanier JK-G8 children in with
the high school students at Lively District
High School. (total # students approx 800)

 Move G7-8 from Jessie Hamilton into the
High School

 Copper Cliff and R.H Murray stay as is

Has this been done before?

 Yes, however in a much smaller scale.  The
precedent has been set.

 They have done it before, they will do it again.
 Do you want this to happen?
 We need to know the real facts!!!!

Colie/Stillwaugh
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 Smooth Rock Falls Public School has been a
combined school for over 20 years.

 However, enrollment is only 70 students
TOTAL from JK to Grade 12.

 The only other school option is also a
combined French Catholic School.

 The principal was hesitant to speculate on
how well a combined school would translate
with 800 children.

Smooth Rock Falls Public School

 Diamond Jubilee Public School has a
combined school with 311 children total. They
are segregated completely with different
entrances, buses, gym and separate
playground. The elementary children have a
complete wing of the building with a physical
lock.

Diamond Jubilee Public School

Colie/Stillwaugh
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 Usage is low

 There are other school options for parents to
enroll their children.

 No comment from the principal

Diamond Jubilee continued…..

 Meeting #3 we were told our buses would be
integrated (JK-G12)

 Is the high school building and grounds in
Lively capable of being renovated to provide
our children with a sense of security and
safety?

 What about our daycare in George Vanier that
services preschool children and provides an
option for before and after school care?

Colie/Stillwaugh
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What do the experts say?

 6th graders placed in a middle school setting
had triple the office referrals compared to 6th

graders in an elementary setting
 In addition, they were 1-3% more likely not to

graduate, twice as likely to have a violent
infraction, and 4.8 times more likely to have a
drug related infraction

Cook P, et al.: Should 6th grade be in elementary school or middle school? An analysis  of grade configuration and student 
behaviour. Research Brief for ASCD 2007

 The influence of older students on younger
students on the initiation of smoking is very
significant. Low risk Grade 6 & 7 students (no
family or friends who smoke) were found to be
3 times more likely to try smoking if they
attended a school with a relatively high
prevalence of senior students who smoke.

Leatherdale S, et al. The influence of friends, family, and older peers on smoking among elementary school students: Low-risk -
students in high-risk schools. Division of Preventative Oncology, Cancer Care Ontario, Canada; Preventative Medicine.
42(3): 218-222, 2006

Colie/Stillwaugh
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 Individuals are not likely to do very well, or be very
motivated, if they are in social environments that do
not meet their psychological needs.

 A smaller class size that has more personal and
friendly student-teacher relationships, more student
decision making/control, increased small
group/individual instruction, are all necessary for an
optimal social environment.

 Finally, it seems likely that teachers will resort to
more controlling strategies when they have to
supervise such a large number of students.”

Eccles J, et al. Schools, Families, and Early Adolescents: What are we doing wrong and what can we do instead? Developmental
and Behavioural Pediatrics. 17(4); 267-275, 1996

 Bullying – associated with lower achievement scores,
unsafe/sad feelings, and the sense that they don’t
belong

     (Glew, G et al. Bullying, Psychosocial Adjustment, and Academic Performance in Elementary School. Arch Pediatr Adolesc
Med: 159, 1026-1031, 2005)

   Will the frequency increase with the larger variation
in age groups, increased number of students, the
possible negative influence of older peers and more
impersonal student-teacher relationship?

Other Issues….

Colie/Stillwaugh
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 Overall School Spirit and Community Involvement

Is that  possible in a combined high school
environment where segregation of students is
necessary?

  Growth to our community

Will there be growth to our community when many
people buying new homes consider the “value of
nearby schools” as one of their deciding factors?

So, what are we to do?

Colie/Stillwaugh
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Options for Concerned, tax paying
Parents

 Send present George Vanier Students to Jesse
Hamilton (more overcrowding for JH)

 Switch to Separate School Board –St.James has both
English and French Immersion programs (a further
decline in enrollment for the public school board)

 Lively high school continues to have a low
enrollment rate!!!!!

 Will we end up losing our high school down the
road?

Lets make a plan that will positively
influence our children’s/communities

future.

 Only move G7-8 from Jessie and George
Vanier to the high school

 Renovate Jessie to accommodate George
Vanier children JK-G6

 Change catchment area to increase the usage at
R.H Murray

Colie/Stillwaugh
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 Lively District will have increased enrolment,
and more capital dollars will be obtained

  Usage/full funding at Lively District still
won’t be maximized but it will allow for the
potential growth for our high school.

 Capital dollars can be invested into increasing
programming at LDHS, to bring back our
students that have left, and retain the students
already in Sudbury West.

Thank-you

Colie/Stillwaugh
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Walden-CAN Education Task Force 
…Response to 6 Options developed by ARC-Sudbury West 

 
 

Background: 
 
 
On June 20, 2007, Richard Bois- Co-Chair, Walden-CAN & Chair of the Walden-CAN 
Education Task Force presented our “ Blueprint For Action”- in Power Point & detailed 
written form to the ARC-Sudbury.  
 
Having followed the 2 guiding principles of the ARC mandate “…to ensure that all students 
continue to have access to the best programming possible, in quality school facilities and to 
reduce surplus space.” – we presented the following recommendations to ARC: 
 

1. That both Copper Cliff & R. H. Murray PS should be maintained and strengthened as 
vital Neighbourhood and Community Schools 

 
2. That Lively DSS- the only secondary school in Sudbury West- should be maintained 

and strengthened, as a viable choice for students – now and for the future 
 

3. That all Grade 7 & 8 students – including French Immersion- from George Vanier PS 
and Jessie Hamilton PS be moved to Lively DSS 

 
4. That Childcare for infants & toddlers in Partnership with Walden Day Care should be 

established at LDSS- using 2 classrooms 
 

5. That both George Vanier & Jessie Hamilton PS be closed and sold 
 

6. That a new ‘green’ JK – Grade 6 Elementary School be built in the Growth Corridor- 
on the south-side of HWY 55 

 
 
 

The 6 Options developed by ARC-Sudbury West: 
 
 
After listening to the other detailed Presentations, from parents & community groups and 
examining them more fully on the Rainbow Board website, we looked forward to hearing the 
Options developed by ARC –Sudbury West. 

 
 

We have listened to the Update re: the demographics and development for Sudbury West, the 6 
‘non-weighted’ Options developed by the committee and the questions/concerns raised by the 
parents at the Sept. 19th ARC Public Meeting No.3. We have carefully examined all the information 
posted on the Rainbow Board’s website and discussed the 6 Options. 
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We strongly endorse and support Option #6 with the following adjustments: 
 

 
 
 
A. We strongly support Recommendation # 1 & 2 - as described in Option 6: 
 
 

1. RH Murray & Copper Cliff will remain open 
 

a. Vital neighbourhood/community schools would be maintained & strengthened  
 
b. Changing the school boundaries could help increase enrollment at R. H. Murray                       

ie  80% capacity with 40 new students 
 
 
2. Move Grade 7 & 8’s from George Vanier & Jessie Hamilton to LDSS 
                   

a. This has proven to be effective & beneficial to grade 7 & 8 students* in other 
district secondary schools: CVDCS, E. S. Macdonald Cartier, Northeastern S.S, 
and Marymount Academy. 

 
b.   Include the Grade 7 & 8 F.I students at LDSS...as indicated in our  
     June 20th Proposal" 

 
*See Appendix A – Grade 7 & 8 Students in a Secondary School Setting  

                       Art Neufeld, Former Principal, CVDCS, Member of Education Task Force 
 
 

 
 
B. We cannot endorse Recommendation # 3 – as described in Option 6: 
 
 

3. Move French Immersion K- Grade 6 to a wing of LDSS 
 

a. This was a major concern expressed by parents at the Sept.19 Public Meeting  
  

“…I would absolutely not send my children (aged 5 & 8 years) to a high school. It’s 
not good for children that age to be exposed to the same things that older children 
are exposed to.”     Christine Liscum, Lively 
 
b. We are concerned that this recommendation would segregate the K – Grade 6  
     F.I. students from their English Program peers and deprive them of the benefits 
     of an elementary school culture 
 
c. We believe that the separation of the F.I. students K – Grade 6 could cause 

concerns with a belief of elitism, or their lack of interaction with peers of various 
abilities and programs could cause anxiety, or even feelings of isolation. 
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d. We strongly believe that F.I. students should be included in the new Green 
school- rather than be isolated at LDSS 

 
 
 

 
C.  We strongly support Recommendation # 4 …with inclusion of F.I.  K-6 students 
 
 

4. Combine Jessie & the English program from George Vanier into a new green  
     K- 6 school 
 

a. We agree that it is fiscally responsible to close & sell George Vanier & Jessie 
Hamilton…saving $7.5 million in capital repairs & ½ total operating costs for 2 
schools 

 
“…From a taxpayer’s point of view, the most prudent, financial alternative is to 
close and sell George Vanier & Jessie Hamilton in order to maximize financial 
resources- from a capital and operating perspective- while meeting the two guiding 
principles of the ARC Mandate.”                    Richard Bois, Co- Chair, 
Walden-CAN 
 
 
b. We believe that the new green school should be built in the growth corridor 

                  – south of HWY 55  
    

c. We strongly believe, however, that the F.I. students from George Vanier 
should be included in the new green school  

 
 

 
Final Comments 
 
The ARC-Sudbury West should be commended for the work they have accomplished over 
the past months. Knowing the diverse populations they represent, we realize that there will 
never be a “one size fits all solution”. 
 
The Walden-CAN Education Task Force endorses Option #6, with the revisions we have 
outlined. We feel that it would be the best solution – using the two Guiding Principles in the 
ARC Mandate – for the greatest number of students in Sudbury West.  
 
A new ‘green’ school will also attract students currently attending alternative schools and our 
co-terminus board. Such growth will compound itself in terms of the quality of education 
received by our children and the community pride felt by their parents.  
 
Based on the current trends, our committee is optimistic in the rate of growth in Sudbury 
West. Choosing Option #6 will maintain, strengthen and expand access to quality education 
from pre-school to secondary school- which is vital to developing and sustaining healthy 
communities in The City of Greater Sudbury. 
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Appendix A 
 
 
 

Grade 7 & 8 Students in a Secondary School Setting 
 
 

1. Precedence has been set in the Rainbow School Board for Grade 7 & 8 students to 
attend classes within a secondary school building both at the former Northeastern 
Secondary School and currently in Chelmsford Valley District Composite School. The 
model is also currently operating successfully at Marymount Academy in the Sudbury 
District Catholic School Board. 

 
 

2. The Grade 7 & 8 students are part of a larger school in certain aspects, yet separate as 
a group. They maintain their regular elementary teachers and curriculum. Their classes, 
lunch hour, and free time activities are usually segregated from the older secondary 
school students. This segregation occurs in a physical sense in that their classes are in 
a separate wing or part of the school. Their lunch hours are staggered so that they can 
eat alone, possibly even in a separate location if possible (as done in CVDCS) 

 
 

3. The students are part of the school when it comes to assemblies e.g. Christmas, 
Remembrance Day etc. They are able to use a larger and better gym facility, family 
studies rooms, computer labs, library and shops. This enriches their curriculum in an 
amazing manner. These activities are scheduled around secondary usage, so that no 
groups are mixed. 

 
 

4. Busing concerns are also a non-issue as the elementary teachers supervise the bus 
loading areas – before and after school- as per their contracts. 

 
 
     Art Neufeld, retired Principal, CVDCS 
                                                                   Member, Walden-CAN Education Task Force 
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It seemed odd that there were no proposals put
forth to address keeping the high school simply a
high school without public school integration.

Bringing public school children in doesn’t solve the
problem of diminishing numbers within the high
school, it just adds numbers in the building.

The pathways and programs Lively High has now
will also suffer without higher numbers of high
school students.

Problems facing Lively High

Without pathways and options that will expose kids
to new things and new ideas that they may not
experience without these courses, many kids may
not find out what they really want to do until they are
in college or university, wasting time and money.

If the numbers do continue to drop as projected,
what happens then? At what point in enrollment
does the high school become just a school only
able to provide the core classes with no pathways?

Problems facing Lively High

ShieldsT. Shields
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Solutions

It seemed obvious to me that enrollment numbers have
to increase in order to maintain courses and to add more
courses.

Lockerby is overcrowded, and Lo-Ellen is nearing
capacity.

Move courses from Lockerby such as French
Immersion, robotics, or another course that brings
students to Lockerby specifically, and offer them at
Lively.

This will raise enrollment at Lively, reduce overcrowding
in Lockerby, and raise the appeal of Lively due to
greater diversity within the courses.

The other option that could be considered is re-zoning
into possibly the Gatchell area to raise enrollment.

Lively High and the Public School situations must be
dealt with as two different solutions. I think Lively High
must stay a high school, or I believe it will truly suffer,
possibly to the point of closure, or uselessness.

Solutions

ShieldsT. Shields
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Jessie Hamilton capacity is 302. Current is 337. It has
been above capacity since 1994. Opened 1960

George Vanier capacity is 480. Current is 346. Opened
in 1951. Combined enrollment has been approx. 700
since 1990.

Jessie Hamilton cost of renewal is 3.2 million.
George Vanier cost of renewal is 4.4 million.

Addition Info

Lively and Mikkola are growing with new subdivisions
and condominiums in both areas. Even with steady
numbers, and old buildings there has yet been any
improvements done.

Copper Cliff capacity is 311. Current is 233. Enrollment
is expected to drop over the next 10 years.

Addition Info

RH Murray capacity is 158. Current is 105. Enrollment is
expected to drop over the next 10 years, unless the
community expands.

ShieldsT. Shields



My name is Kim Peura. I live in Lively; I work in Lively; and my children attend our 
excellent community schools.   I have a son in grade 10 attending Lively District 
Secondary School.  I have a daughter in grade eight attending Jessie Hamilton Public 
School who is eager to become a Hawk.  She is ready for the next stage of her academic 
life.  She began school at age 3 attending Walden Nursery along with many of her current 
school friends.  So, she has been in school for ten years.  Two years earlier than I did, so 
she is more than ready and mature enough to handle the transition into high school.  She 
is ready and wants to be treated as a young person.   
 
I moved to this community of Lively 19 years ago because of one thing -- it’s sense of 
community and room to grow.  There are many elements in maintaining a strong 
community.  One of the important elements for me is schools along with businesses, 
churches and community groups.  A big reason my son chooses Lively High because it is 
a community high school.  He feels safe and comfortable at Lively high.  He never 
considered any other high school.  He did not want to spend over 90 minutes on the bus 
in a school day.  He spends only 20 minutes a day on the school bus going to Lively 
High.  As parents we did not want him traveling the highway to school.  He is proud of 
where he lives and he is proud of his high school.  He is comfortable with the teachers.  
They treat him with respect and as a young adult. His experience at Lively High is a well-
rounded school that creates a safe and healthy learning environment with a lot of fun 
mixed in. Some of the students at Lively high are accomplished musicians who have 
released CD’s.  These musicians have been in a rock band, concert band and jazz band.  
They have won gold and silver awards not only in the Rainbow district school brd but 
also nationally for their beautiful musical abilities.  They have performed for audiences 
who thought they attended a school of music.  There are students who attend this school 
who have won awards for their films within the Rainbow District school brd as well as 
cinefest in Sudbury.  There are students who attend this high school who are published 
authors. There are students who attend this school and will attend this school who have 
performed on the world stage in their sport; who compete in NOSSA and OFSSA. There 
are graduates of this school who have began their singing careers at Lively high school.  
There are students who attend and will attend Lively High who are continuously on the 
honour roll from elementary school to secondary school.  These same students watch out 
for each other.  They help each other out when one is need of help. They volunteer to 
raise money and awareness for relief funds and charities.  They volunteer at George 
Vanier’s day care centre after school.  They volunteer to clean up at the ski hill.  They 
volunteer at the winter carnival organizing a very, scary haunted house.   The students 
who attend Lively High and the students will attend Lively High are well-rounded, well-
behaved, motivated, intelligent, young people who wish to live and learn in our 
community of Lively. 
 
The principle and staff at Lively District Secondary School are trying very hard to attract 
the students from our feeder schools to Lively High.  They need our support and input to 
achieve this goal.  They have brought many new programs that are needed for our 
students to achieve success at school. The parents and school has brought back the 
football team.  There are 2 new aboriginal courses, Native studies and Ojibwe classes.  
The school offers a new mining program, specialist high skills major. The school has a 
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new teacher on staff that is excited about bringing a new and improved outlook to the 
home economics course.  The staff and students have achieved success in the EQAO 
testing placing in the top three schools in academic math in the Rainbow District school 
board.  In the applied math seventy-two percent of the students met the provincial 
standard of 75% or above vs the 30 % across Rainbow District school brd and 35% 
across the province.  In the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 83% of students at 
Lively met the provincial standard of 75% with a 19% gain for the applied level students. 
Check out the Hawks Herald to read all the great things happening at Lively High.  
 
 The staff at Lively High are caring, helpful and attentive to the needs of the individuals 
that attend Lively District Secondary School.  As a result of such wonderful teachers and 
school community our children are wonderful roll models for the community.  A 
suggestion to all parents, try googling Lively District Secondary School to see the many 
success stories from our own community high school 
 
As I mentioned previously I moved to Lively 19 years ago.  I grew up in Copper Cliff 
and I am one of the last students who attended Copper Cliff High.  We are here for the 
same reason Copper Cliff High closed -- low student capacity.  The reason for the low 
capacity was the bussing of students into Sudbury schools because the enrollment in 
Sudbury was beginning to decline.  The students were being bussed out of Copper Cliff, 
but there was no bussing of students into Copper Cliff.  Now some 23 years later a school 
in Copper Cliff is again on the list to be reviewed for closure. I do not wish this to happen 
to our community.   It has taken over 2 decades to reduce the student enrollment at Lively 
High School.  Closing a school changes the dynamics of the community for the worst.  
The reason people are buying or building and staying in Lively is because of the strong 
community. It definitely isn’t because of our high taxes and expensive homes.  Our 
community needs this high school and our community needs to support this high school. 
 
I have two observations to share; one being Lively District High School is the only high 
school that does not offer French Immersion.  There are six other high schools that offer 
French Immersion for only 762 students. So, there is an average of 127 students per high 
school. I am sure there can be some savings in reducing the number of schools that offer 
French Immersion and bringing the students together in one school that is presently under 
the 80% student capacity.  
 
I would like to remind everyone on a comment made by Jean Hanson at the last public 
meeting for Sudbury West that was “Anything is possible!”  
 
So, after all this I have 2 suggestions:  the first being changing of the school boundaries. 
Since Copper Cliff Elementary School is part of Sudbury West, they should be a feeder 
school for Lively District Secondary School.  This was brought to the stand by Terry 
Shields last meeting on September the 19th and has been brought to the table at the ARC 
meeting on October the 10th. 
 
The second suggestion is to stop the busing and funding of students to other schools 
outside of the high school boundaries where there is a school in the community or in a 
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near by community.  If the parents decide to send their children to another high school 
other than the one in their community, the parents should be the ones finding and paying 
for their transportation.  Not me!!   This will not only help Lively District Secondary 
school, but it will also help Confederation, Chelmsford, Espanola and Manitoulin Island.  
There are children being bussed from Levack to Sudbury schools; there are children 
being bussed from Manitoulin Island to Sudbury schools.  This should be stopped.  This 
will reduce the twenty million dollars spent by the school boards each year on busing to 
the consortium, freeing dollars to be spent in the classrooms and on the schools.  It would 
reduce gas consumption, insurance rates, and emissions into our environment. I suggest 
stop busing for grade 9 students as of September 2008.  
 
A final word to reiterate that closing a high school changes the dynamics of a community 
for the worst.  Our community needs this high school.  Our community needs to support 
this high school. 
 
Thank you  
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OPTION 1 (Preferred)

• RH Murray and Copper Cliff remain open.
• Move Grade 7 & 8’s from George Vanier

and Jessie Hamilton to LDSS Site.
• Move French Immersion students from

George Vanier to a wing of LDSS Site.
• Combine Jessie Hamilton and the English

program from George Vanier into a new
green school K-6.

OPTION 2

• RH Murray and Copper Cliff remain open.
• K-6 from Jessie Hamilton remain at Jessie

Hamilton

• Move George Vanier’s English program (K-6) to a
wing of LDSS Site.

• Move George Vanier’s French Immersion
program to LDSS Site.

• Move Grade 7 & 8’s from George Vanier and
Jessie Hamilton to LDSS Site.

ARC Options Review




