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Introduction 

  My name is John Hamalainen.  I have lived in the Long Lake 
area since 1981 and have two children;  Kaitlyn who is a grade 
5 student at Long Lake Public School, and Lucas, who is 

registered in JK for this September.    
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Background Information 
  Back in the 80’s the Long Lake area was a fairly quiet 

neighborhood as there were many seasonal residences mixed 
in with permanent ones.  That has all changed.   

  A large number of seasonal residences have been converted to 
permanent homes and people are building homes in areas one 
never imagined.  The proximity to the city core makes this an 
attractive area to live in as you are close to the city, yet 
surrounded by green space and nature.   

  Each year more and more development is taking place and will 
continue to do so as a result of many people opting for a 
quieter, simpler lifestyle in a green setting.   
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Background Information (cont’d) 

  The new SmartCentre on Long Lake Road has and will 
continue to create hundreds of new jobs and some of 
those employees will most certainly want to live close to 
where they work.    It only stands to reason that increased 
enrollment figures will result from this.   

  The development numbers are also supported by 
statistics from the Sudbury Health Unit which shows a 
steady number of permits taken out each year for new 
septic systems in the catchment area for Long Lake 
Public School, presented here on the next slide.   
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Background Information (cont’d) 
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Surplus Space 

  The present surplus space is not that significant, one classroom 
which could easily be repurposed for such uses as an Outdoor 
Education Resource Centre of Excellence that could be used 
by all 4 School Boards.  Long Lake has an abundance of land 
to develop such a centre, see attached site plan.   

  Another suggestion put forth by one of the teachers is to add a 
“one of a kind” grades 7 & 8 program.  Not only would this 
address enrolment and surplus space concerns at Long Lake, it 
would also free up capacity at Long Lake’s sister school – 
Algonquin, which is experiencing a lot of growth in the area.  I 
bounced this idea off my daughter and she said she would 
definitely attend 7 & 8 at Long Lake if it were offered.     
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Green Energy 
  The flat roof and sun exposure make it attractive to install 

photovoltaic panels on the roof and sell this power back to the 
utility at a profit.   

  Solar hot water panels could also be considered for heating the 
school and providing hot water.   

  These ideas align themselves well with the Rainbow District 
School Board’s mandate to reduce their carbon footprint and 
operating costs.   

  Significant financial incentives are also available for renewable 
energy projects.    
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Enrolment Figures 
  Rainbow District School Board has indicated enrolment figures 

are declining, however according to statistics put out by 
Watson’s & Associates Economists Ltd., and published in the 
Sudbury Star on May 15th, 2010, Rainbow’s numbers for 
elementary schools have increased from 7,874 students in 
2002/03 to 7,889 students in 2006/07, and for secondary 
schools increased from 4,420 to 5,008. 

  What this tells me is that Rainbow’s market share has 
increased, which is helping to make up for the decrease in 
school aged children.    
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Capital Repair Numbers 

  At Public Meeting #1, capital repair numbers were presented 
totaling $1.7 Million.  That number is not realistic, it’s what I call 
a “if you won the lottery” number.   

  Back in 2003 the Ministry of Education launched a school 
renewal initiative consisting of a school condition assessment 
survey aimed at identifying items in need of repair, details on 
this program are presented in the following slides.   

  The intent of the program was to come up with a long term 
strategy for providing facility renewal funding.   



June 15, 2010 Presentation by John Hamalainen 12 

Capital Repair Numbers (cont’d) 

  A consultant was hired to undertake this assignment which 
included approximately 5,000 schools.  Auditors with computers 
strapped to them visited each school and conducted a school 
condition assessment audit and inputted this information in to 
the computer.  This information was then downloaded into a 
central database.   

  The thrust of this program was facility renewal – not facility 
closure. 

  The point I am trying to make is, if someone comes and asks 
you for a list of everything that is wrong with your house, that 
will generate a much different response than if you are asked 
what do you really need to fix the house. 
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Capital Repair Numbers (cont’d) 

  Looking at the attached list will help make better sense of this.  
The one number in particular that stands out is “Land” for a cost 
of about $500,000.  Other than a few minor items, there is 
nothing wrong with the land at Long Lake Public School – in 
fact the land is one of the biggest assets the school has.   

  Sure – if the Ministry of Education was handing out money for 
land we would gladly accept $500,000 and find a way to spend 
it, but it’s not a priority whatsoever.   

  Same goes for millwork $184,000, what’s wrong with the 
millwork that’s there, works just fine.  As for ventilation, 
$169,000, as one teacher stated to me, the existing operable 
windows and exhaust fans work well, but again, if the Ministry 
was handing out money for a new ventilation system, we would 
take one.   
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Capital Repair Numbers (cont’d) 

  Finally, the $1.7 Million number from Rainbow District School 
Board is much different than the 2003 Ministry of Education 
number for $440,000, even when you take inflation into 
account.  (see attached) 

  The point of all this is – YES – Long Lake needs some repair 
dollars to maintain the school in a good state of repair, just as 
all of Rainbow’s schools do, however, nowhere close to $1.7 
Million dollars.   
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Carbon Footprint 

  Many organizations have adopted a carbon policy aimed at 
reducing greenhouse gasses and I applaud the initiatives taken 
by the Board to reduce their carbon footprint.   

  While it is true a new green school will reduce carbon 
emissions, that is only half of the story.  The other half is the 
carbon created from the construction materials manufactured 
for the new school, plus the carbon created from any increased 
transportation.   
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Carbon Footprint (cont’d) 

  One liter of diesel fuel produces 2.7 kg of CO2, so just imagine 
how much more carbon will be produced if schools are closed 
and children are bussed to a new green school.   

  Many organizations, who thought they were reducing their 
carbon footprint by constructing new green buildings actually 
ended up increasing their footprint for these reasons.   
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School Spirit 
  School Spirit is something hard to describe and quantify.  To 

me it’s a feeling not easily put into words, but experienced 
every time you step foot into that school or are involved with 
extra curricular activities. 

  You can build shiny new green schools, but one thing that you 
can’t replace in a school like Long Lake is the School Spirit that 
emanates from within.   

  Even though there are some shortcomings at Long Lake Public 
School, if it were put to a vote, I would predict the students and 
staff would vote to stay where they are rather than be 
transferred to a new green school.   
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Crown Jewel 
  On several occasions, I have heard Board staff visiting the 

school refer to Long Lake Public School as one of the Board’s 
“Crown Jewels”.   

  If this is true, should the focus not be on what we can do to 
keep the “Crown Jewel” in the collection versus getting rid of it? 



June 15, 2010 Presentation by John Hamalainen 25 

Photographs 
  Photographs taken around the school this past Sunday showing 

Long Lake Public School’s outdoor features for the students 
and green areas.     
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Conclusion 
  Long Lake Public School has a lot going for it and will 

continue to be a viable school for reasons I have outlined 
this evening, and by many other presenters.   

  I hope this presentation has been informative and will be 
considered in the decision making process for keeping 
Long Lake Public School open.   

Thank you,  

John Hamalainen 


